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Happy New Year Vineland families! We finished the last chapter of 2018 
and have begun our new story of 2019. Have you thought about how 
you’d like your final chapter of 2018 to turn out? Do you know that we 
can write our own ending? 

If you want to succeed you need to Begin with the End in Mind and set 
goals. The beginning of the year is the perfect time to do this. Goal set-
ting is done in the classroom but can be done at home as well. Goal set-
ting will allow you to determine your own success.  

This school year at Vineland we have determined three wildly important 
goals commonly referred to as “WIGS.” These WIGS were designed 
based on data from the prior school year and include the following: 

One hundred percent of Vineland students will set an x to y goal dur-
ing the school year and hold themselves accountable by utilizing 
an accountability partner. 

One hundred percent of Vineland families will complete a 7 Habits 
family project during the school year.  

One hundred percent of Vineland students will “strive for 45” in 
iReady reading and math. 

These goals are a big part of Vineland Elementary’s School Continuous 
Improvement Management System which is a web application developed 
by the Bureau of School Improvement (BSI) to provide district and 
school teams with an online platform for collaborative planning and 
problem solving in schools. At this time of year VES staff and students 
are looking at data based on goals to infer areas that need special atten-
tion so that we can achieve our goals. Students keep track of their goals 
in their Leadership Notebooks and data is posted around the school to 
provide a visual display of what has been accomplished thus far.  

Goals are set and are given careful consideration of how they can be 
achieved while putting in a lot of hard work to accomplish them!  

Dates to Remember 

 

January 
8        Teacher Work Day 
9 Students Return 
10 Candid and Team Photo Day 
10 SAC 3:15pm/PTO 3:45pm 
14 Report Cards Go Home 
17 Grade 5 Awards Assembly 
           2:15pm 
18 Grade 4 Awards Assembly 
           9:15am 
18     Grade 3 Awards Assembly 
           2:15pm 
21 MLK Holiday  - School  
           Closed 
22 Leader of the Month, ( by 
           Invitation only) 9:15am 
25 DEAL Day 
28-2/1   iReady Reading  
            Assessment 
30      Papas, Pastries &  
           Paperbacks, 7:30am 
 

February 
4-8    iReady Math Assessment 
6 SAC, 7:30am/PTO, 8:00am 
11-15   Jump Rope for Heart 
12 Leader of the Month, (by 
           Invitation only) 9:15am 
15 School Closed—Hurricane 
           Make-up Day 
18 President’s Day—School 
           Closed 
20     Second Grade Partners in 
           Education, 6-7pm 
21     First Grade Partners in  
           Education, 6-7pm 
22      DEAL Day 
23      Heron Hoopla Spring 
           Carnival, 10:30am-3:00pm 
25-3/1  Scholastic Book Fair 
26      Kindergarten Partners in 
            Education, 6-7pm 
27      Papas, Pastries & 
           Paperbacks, 7:30am 
28     Third Grade Partners in 
           Education, 6-7pm 

Volume XXII / Number 4 / January 2019  

  

LEADERSHIP:  Know the Way, Show the Way 



Administrative Article—continued 
As you make your goals at home for the New Year here are some goal-setting suggestions: 

1. Set Goals that Motivate You 

When you set goals for yourself, it is important the goals motivate you. This means they 
should be important to you and that there should be value in achieving them. Motivation is key 
to achieving goals. 

Goals should also relate to your priorities. When students decide on school goals they should 
be specific like reaching a certain amount of Accelerated Reader points to strengthen reading 
or learning a certain number of sight words or achieving a certain number of math facts with 
automaticity.  

2. Set Goals in Writing 

The physical act of writing down a goal makes it real and tangible. Then there is no excuse for 
forgetting about it or putting it off. As you write, use the word "will" instead of "would like to" 
or "might." For example, "I will read for 20 minutes every night," not "I would like to start 
reading every night." Goals should also be posted in a visible place so that we are reminded 
every day of what we are intending to do. Put them on your walls, refrigerator, computer moni-
tor or even your bathroom mirror as a constant reminder. 

3. Make an Action Plan 

This step is often missed in the process of goal setting. You get so focused on the outcome that 
you forget to plan the steps that are needed along the way. By writing out the individual steps 
and then crossing each one off as you complete it, you'll realize that you are making progress 
towards your ultimate goal. This is especially important if your goal is big or long-term. 

5. Stick With It! 

Remember, goal setting is an ongoing activity and not just a means to an end. Build in remind-
ers to keep yourself on track and make regular time-slots available to review your goals. Your 
end destination may remain quite similar over the long term but the action plan you set for 
yourself along the way can change significantly. Make sure the relevance, value and necessity 
remain high. 

Just remember that if f you want a successful ending to your next book, be proactive by begin-
ning with the end in mind and start your goal setting right now. 

 

Happy New Year! 

 
 
 



PreKindergarten News 
     Students will be returning to school on January 9th! PreK will be starting 
the new year focusing on recycling in Mrs. Cunningham and Mrs. Powers’ 

class.  Mrs. Martineau’s students will be finishing their unit on simple ma-

chines.  On January 18th we will be having our Winter Festival among the 

three classes doing rotations in small groups.  We will be painting, making 
a festive snack and much more during our winter- related investiga-

tions.  The festival will begin at 10:00am and we will conclude at 11:30am 

before lunch.  Please mark your calendars for January 21st as there will be no school due to the Martin 

Luther King holiday. We will be sending out more information about donations and/or materials we will 
need for each class for the festival. 

First Grade News 
     Happy New Year 2019 and welcome back to school! We 
hope all of the first grade families had a wonderful, relaxing 
winter break. January officially kicks off the third quarter and 
that means there is only half of the school year left. It’s go 
time! Students should know at least 200 sight words and be at a 
DRA 10 or above at this halfway point in the school year. If 
your child has met those goals, that is great. Please continue to 
read nightly with them and work on pushing them even further. 
If your child is behind in reading it is essential that you practice 
sight words every single day and encourage your student to 
read out loud to you. The end of year goal is 400 sight words 
and a DRA level of 16 to18. Our goal as first grade teachers is 
to get students to become independent readers. Students should also know how to read, write and be able to count up to 120. It is essential 
that students know these numbers before the end of the school year. Please see your child’s teacher if you need any resources to help your 
child meet any of these year-end goals. We are happy to help and look forward to working as a team so that all children can find success. 

Second Grade News 

     Happy New Year! Now that the holidays are behind, and it is the beginning of a new 
year, this a good opportunity to brush up on leadership skills by practicing the Eight Habits.  
Students can look forward to working on some new skills this month in reading that include 
working with unfamiliar words, key details, text features and text purpose. In math students 

will review one and two-step word problems that will lead into solving 
one-step word problems with two-digit numbers.  In science students will 
continue to learn more about states of matter.  Thank you for your contin-
ued support. 

   
 

Kindergarten News 
     January is going to be a great month and a great start to a new year. It 
is hard to believe we are halfway through the school year.  We will be 

working on many reading standards including comparing/contrasting sto-

ries written by Jan Brett such as The Hat and The Mitten. We will also be 

completing our iReady phonemic awareness, phonics, DRA and other mid
- year assessments during the month of January. In Social Studies students 

will be learning about people from the past including Martin Luther King, 

Jr.  Teachers are looking forward to the second half of the year and watching Kindergartners grow. 



Third Grade News 
Thinking critically to understand what we read  
High above the rest, we soon shall be.  
In math, multiplication will be memorized  
Ripe with knowledge, we’re so energized.  
Deep diving into area (length times width)  
  
Geography is our jam, it’s no myth.  
Ready to reason with Thinking Maps,  
Always supporting with evidence, oh snap!  
Describing and explaining animal adaptations,   
Elevates our knowledge, sets strong foundations.  
  
 

 
 
Ready for a break, you ask? No WAY!  
Open our minds, is what we say.  
Come to our classes and see our learning,  
Knock off your shoes and you’ll be beaming.  
Surely and obviously, 3rd grade keeps on gleaming.  
 

 

      

Fifth Grade News 
     Greetings! It’s hard to believe we are already beginning the 3rd quarter of the year but 

there’s a lot to look forward to as we move ahead. As students continue westward expan-
sion in social studies, the new focus will be on French and English explorers. The expedi-
tions of John Cabot, Henry Hudson and Jacques Cartier will be discussed.  ELA classes 

will continue working on themes of stories and dramas but will now include figurative lan-
guage to accompany a poetry unit. As students return to informative writing they will be 
working hard on citing text evidence. Energy - it’s everywhere and students will be investi-

gating it in science. Light, heat, sound, electrical, chemical and mechanical energy will be 
explored. Finally, in math, students will begin the month with adding and subtracting frac-
tions and end it with multiplying and dividing them. Basic math skills are vitally im-

portant, so please keep practicing at home. 

Fourth Grade News 
     Teachers are looking forward to the second half of the school year with our students.  In math students will be venturing 
into long division, fractions, measurement and geometry.  It is still critical that students have a good foundation with their 

basic multiplication and division facts as these are foundation of all math topics.   

     Students are encouraged to read on a daily basis outside of school.  When families make time to read 
together it becomes a meaningful and bonding memory.  Help your student find a wide variety of materi-
als to read to include both fiction and non-fiction, books, newspapers and recipes. Students will continue 
to explore the history of Florida in social studies. And in science the focus will be on physical and earth 
science topics.  We are forever grateful for the home support as our students’ success depends on all of 
us working together as a team. 

News from our Multi-Age ESE Classrooms 
     The multi-age classrooms had a wonderful end to the fall season.  Mrs. Aynes’ class worked hard to find their voice.  Af-
ter reading an article about Operation Santa Paws, students decided to put their love for animals into action.  Mrs. Aynes’ 
class helped the animals in local shelters by making dog treats and collected items such as food, toys and collars for cats and 
dogs.  Way to go, Mrs. Aynes’ students!  You truly put Habit 8 in action.  Mrs. Hockersmith’s class has been learning many 
new things in science.  They recently did a fun science exploration of insulators and conductors by using aluminum foil, 
socks and Styrofoam cups.  Ms. Pfeifer’s class read chapter books, sequenced them, discussed what plants and animals need 

to live, learned about different types of maps, what timelines 
are and the difference between past, present and fu-
ture.  Mrs. Carter’s class has been working hard on memo-
rizing multiplication facts, reading AR books and taking AR 
tests.  Students are having a lot of fun reading their monthly 
donated book.  Here is to a wonderful 2019! 
 
      



News from the Art Room  

Mrs. Cotton, Art Teacher 
 

     Happy New Year 2019! Thanks to all the parents and students who participated in Painting with 
a Purpose. We raised $450 for Relay for Life of Charlotte County. If anyone would like to be part 
of our Vineland team, simply go on line and enter Relay for Life Fl. Look for either Valerie Cot-
ton, captain, or Team Vineland Elementary. There is no requirement to join our team.  The goal is 
to raise $100 per each member.  If you just ask five close friends or family for $20, you are done. 
Relay for Life saves lives and is the major fundraiser for the American Cancer Association.  The 
main event will be held on April 6th.  Look for Mrs. Cotton who will be there from 9am until 
10pm.  
 
     The Art Department would also like to 
thank families and friends for supporting 
Vineland through Square 1 Art and Kids Tag 
Art. The money raised from these events 
keeps your child’s art program funded and 

running. Thank you for believing and sup-
porting your child’s creative ambitions and 
supporting the arts. 

Counselor’s Corner 
By Molly Toure 
    

Welcome to 2019, everyone! Did you make a New Year’s resolution this year? As adults and parents we 

set goals for our families and ourselves all year long. Here at Vineland students set goals for themselves, too. Ask 

your child what their academic goals were for the first semester. Did they meet their goals? The new year is a 

great time to have a conversation with your child about goals and resolutions. We often do not reach our goal right 

away and that can be discouraging. Perhaps that has happened to you and you can share that experience with your 

child. If you continued working on it and reached your goal later, share that as well. Children need to know that 

even adults struggle attaining goals but more importantly, they need to know that if you keep trying you will suc-

ceed. Encourage your daughter or son to never give up. Below is a list of suggested literature featuring themes of 

resiliency, perseverance and goal setting. 

 

Rosie Revere, Engineer by Andrea Beaty 

Salt in His Shoes: Michael Jordan in Pursuit of a Dream by Delores Jordis 

A Chair for My Mother by Vera Williams 

Oh, the Places You’ll Go! By Dr. Seuss  



SAC and PTO Meeting Schedule 2019 
 

• 1/10    SAC 3:15pm/PTO 3:45pm 
• 2/6       SAC 7:30am/PTO 8:00am 
• 3/7       PTO 3:15pm/SAC 3:45pm 
• 4/3        SAC 7:30am/PTO 8:00am 

 

Some Musical Notes from Ms. Sue Betz      
  
     Chorus is already in full swing for our rehearsals for our upcoming spring performance.  
Anyone in 4th and 5th grade who would like to join Chorus, this is the time.  Come to the Music 
Room for a permission slip. Rehearsals are every Tuesday from 3:00 to 3:45pm.  The spring 
performance will be held on Tuesday, April 30th.  The chorus will also be singing at the Stone 
Crabs baseball game on May 3rd.   More information coming soon. 
 
      Music classes are full of students playing instruments, learning concepts such as up and 
down glissando, vibration, sound verses silence and rests, improvisation, composing rhythms, 
reading rhythm notation and singing beautifully.   Third and fourth grade students are learning 
to play the recorder.  All students should have a recorder. They are learning the proper tech-
nique to make a good sound.  All students should be practicing for at least 10 minutes a day as 
part of their music homework.  If they are using good technique, their playing should sound beautiful.  Remind them to play gently and 
practice their fingerings first.  If any third or fourth grade student needs a recorder they can ask for an order form when they come to mu-
sic class.  Recorders are $5.00. 

PE News from Coaches Dando, Prummell, Walsh, Heeg and Faith 
 
     Happy New Year, Herons!  We hope that everyone had a great break 
and is ready to start the New Year off on a good note.  Coming up in 
February PE will be hosting the Jump Rope for Heart event.  This is 
something that Vineland has participated in and has done very well for 
the past several years and this year will be no exception.  Flyers and no-
tices will start to go out in January and PE staff wants Vineland to be the 
school that raises the most money in the county.  We did it last year and 
we know you can do it again.  

Finally, those jackets and sweaters that you have all insisted on wearing out to PE might actually come in 
handy now that the weather is getting cooler so make sure to bring them out with you on those cold winter days.  
Also, please make sure that you do not leave behind when you return to your classroom. We look forward to see-
ing you all every day and continuing to have fun in PE. 
 

Family Engagement—Dates for your Calendar! 

 
Papas, Pastries and Paperbacks meets on the following dates at 7:30am 

 

• January 30th 

• February 27th 

• March 27th 

• April 24th 

 



NEWS from the HERON HANGOUT 
      

     During the month of November, the Hangout 
was fortunate to have ladies from the Rotonda 
Elks Lodge 2710 provide a wonderful enrich-
ment activity for the students.  For several weeks, 
members of lodge 2710 came to the Hangout 
with sewing machines, an assortment of holiday 
fabrics and other supplies.   

 

 

     The students chose 
their materials and the ladies from the Rotonda Elks taught 
them basic sewing techniques.  The students really en-
joyed learning how to sew and they were very proud of 
their projects. The students were extremely happy and 
proud to use their sewing creation as a gift for a family 
member during the holidays.  The Heron Hangout is lucky 
to have such great community support.  

     
Family Engagement 
 
     Papa’s, Pastries and Paperbacks is an amazing program that centers on spending time 
with your child through fun activities and conversations. Selected are specific habits that 
will be the main focus during each event. The program begins at 7:30am. Below is the 
schedule for the remainder of the year. We hope to see you there. 
 
• January 30th- Be Proactive 
• February 27th- Find Your Voice 
• March 27th- Seek First to Understand, Then to Be Un-

derstood 
• April 24th- Seek First to Understand, Then to Be Under-

stood 
• May 29th- Synergize 



The Library: Check It Out  

Ms. Dickerson, Library Media Specialist  
 
      
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
     Thank you for your support during our December Scholastic Book Fair.  Book 
fairs are the main source of income for our Media Center.  Our next fair will kick off 
on February 23rd at the Heron Hoopla.    
 
     Attention 3rd, 4th and 5th graders! Spring is just around the corner and that means it 
is almost time to vote for your favorite Sunshine State book.  If you read at least three 
of the SSYRA books for this year you will be able to vote.  Other students all across 
Florida will be voting, too, so make sure you are reading those Sunshine State books.  
Your vote can make the difference.  Keep up the good work with Accelerated Reader.  
Let’s synergize, Vineland students, and see how many of these reading quizzes we 
can pass before the end of the year.   
 
       For more information on SSYRA and Accelerated Reader, please visit the media 
webpage.   

News from PTO 
     Hello, PTO families! The PTO would like to thank all of you who purchased Christmas fund-
raiser items. We were able to raise some money for our PTO events. Hopefully next year we can 
expand on that participation and be even more successful.   
 
     We are currently in full swing for planning the Heron Hoopla. The Heron Hoopla is our biggest 
event of the year. It is a spring carnival with tons of food and activities 
that will be held on February 23, 2019. We are in need of volunteers 
as well as business/community sponsors for this event. If you would 
like to help or know a business who would like to sponsor a portion of 
the event, please email vinelandparents@gmail.com. You can also 
find us on Facebook by searching for our group which is Vineland 
PTO. Our volunteer coordinator, Taylor Pfaffendorf, will be sending 
out Sign Up Genius emails in January. Keep an eye out or be proac-
tive and contact us! The next PTO meeting will be January 10th at 
3:45pm. Hope to see many of you there. 



Family Resource Center 
 

     Happy New Year from the Family Center!  
 
     It is hard to believe that we are entering the second half of the 
school year. What a fabulous first half it has been. The Family Cen-
ter has hosted several workshops this semester that have proven to 
be very useful in helping students reach their academic goals.  On 
January 23rd at 9:00am we will host DRA for Families. We will dis-
cuss the meaning of the DRA reading score as well as discuss read-
ing and vocabulary strategies.  
 
     Stay tuned for a lineup of special guests and activities scheduled 
over the next few months. The Family Center is open each Wednes-
day morning from 7:55 to 8:55am. Students checking out three 
books receive a free "keeper" book for their home library. This is a 
wonderful opportunity for students to build their very own home li-
brary. 
 

C.A.R.E.S. 

       
Habit 1, Be Proactive, is about taking responsibility for your life. You can't keep blaming 

everything on your parents or grandparents. Proactive people recognize that they are "response-
able." They know they choose their behavior. Reactive people, on the other hand, are often af-
fected by their physical environment and the people around them. 

 
 These external forces act as stimuli that we respond to. Between the stimulus and the re-
sponse is your greatest power.  In other words, you have the freedom to choose your response. 
One of the most important things you choose is what you say. Your language is a good indicator 
of how you see yourself. A proactive person uses proactive language such as I can, I will,  and I 
prefer. A reactive person uses reactive language such as I can't, I have to, if only. Reactive people 
believe they are not responsible for what they say and do.  They think they have no choice. 
 
 Proactive people focus their efforts on their Circle of Influence. They work on the things 
they can do something about including homework, chores and other big rocks.  Reactive people 

focus their efforts in the Circle of Concern which is things 
over which they have little or no control.  
  
A great way to start the year is to make sure we are focusing 
on things within our Circle of Influence.  Making sure your 
New Year’s resolution is based on something within your 
Circle of Influence increases your chance of being success-
ful.  Be sure to take part in January’s Family Project to 
practice being proactive. 



 

 
 

 
 
 

Vineland Elementary School  
Laura C. Blunier, Principal 

Jacqueline Barber, Assistant Principal 
467 Boundary Boulevard, Rotonda West, FL 33947 

1-941-697-6600 or 1-941-743-0188 and  Fax:  1-941-697-5902 
School Hours:  8:55am - 2:55pm 

 

https://www.yourcharlotteschools.net/ves (school website) 
https://www.yourcharlotteschools.net/Domain/8 (county website) 

 

Vineland Elementary School Vision—Student Success 
 

Vineland Elementary School Motto—LEADERSHIP:  Know the Way, Show the Way 
 

Vineland Elementary School Mission— We are a community of leaders and learners who empower greatness 
and celebrate successes.  

 

The Seven Habits of Highly Effective People, by Stephen R. Covey 
Habit 1:  Be Proactive - You're in Charge 

Habit 2:  Begin with the End in Mind – Have a Plan 
Habit 3:  Put First Things First – Work First, Then Play 

Habit 4:  Think Win-Win – Everyone Can Win 
Habit 5:  Seek First to Understand, Then to be Understood – Listen Before You Talk 

Habit 6:  Synergize – Together Is Better 
Habit 7:  Sharpen the Saw – Balance Feels Best 

 

Charlotte County Public Schools 
School Board 2019 

Robert Segur Chairman 
Wendy Atkinson, Vice-Chairman 

Kim Amontree 
Cara Reynolds 

Ian Vincent 

 
1-800-628-8938 or 1-941-255-0808 

Charlotte County Public Schools, Florida do not discriminate in educational  program activities, or employment on the basis of 
race, color, religion, sex,  national origin, age, marital status, or handicap. S.B.C.C.R.4.30(1)  

 

The School Board complies with all federal laws and regulations prohibiting discrimination and with  all requirements and  
regulations of the U.S. Department of Education. It is the policy of the Board  that no person in this  District shall, on the basis of 
race, color, religion, national origin, age, gender,  marital status, disability, or legally-protected  characteristic, be discriminated 
against, excluded from participation in, denied the benefits of, or otherwise be subjected to,  discrimination in any program or 
activity for which the Board is responsible or for which it receives financial assistance from the U.S. Department of Education.  

Policy 1122 

 


